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Introduction Section 1

1 INTRODUCTION

PHT Consultants have been commissioned by Kilkenny Leader Partnership (KLP) to provide
consultancy services inrespectof t h€r @i | Ki |l kenny Devel opojecht

In summary, the project focuses on the expansion of @rail Kilkennyé- which includes a number
of trails, and its potential and profile could make it a key driver of rural tourism in the county. In
that light there is a need for a new company development/ business plan that will address the
financial sustainability of the company, the maintenance of trails, the company's marketing
strategies and tactics and its corporate governance. The completed business plan will provide
the company with the direction and structure it needs for the next 5 years.

PHT Consultants are a leading specialist consultancy practice working in feasibility, business

planning, and development strategies for the visitor attractions industry. To bring the breadth of
skills required to undertake the project, PHT have worked in association with Haley Sharpe, a

leading design and consultancy practice working within the visitor and leisure industry.

1.2 PROJECT BRIEF

Trail Kilkenny has grown over the past three years of its existence and now includes a number
of trails. Kilkenny Leader Partnership has developed its aspirations for the trails project
significantly and now aims to make it a key driver of rural tourism in the county. On this basis,
the existing business, maintenance, marketing and corporate governance model needs to be
reviewed and where necessary amended to take account of this increased potential. Further to
a recent review of its processes and projects, the Board concluded that there was a need of a
new company development/ business plan that would address the financial sustainability of the
company, the maintenance of trails, the company's marketing strategies and tactics and its
corporate governance.

Key work tasks identified within the brief set out the following work tasks:-

1 Marketing Strategy
T Undertaking a market assessment for the project
Identifying future target markets
Identifying cross marketing opportunities
Setting out future marketing & promotional strategy
Future PR and future relationship with Kilkenny Tourism, F.I & T.I

=a =4 —a

2 Preparation of Business Plan i
9 providing the direction and structure for the next 5 years
T Identifying a sustainable economic model for the project

T Identifying commercial and revenue generating elements which will help towards
supporting the less commercial aspects of the project

1 Identifying the strategy and support for any future revenue shortfall
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3 Future Governance and Management
1 Identification of Trail Kilkenny Board make up and members
1 Stakeholder Forum representation and establishing optimum balance
T Optimum structure/mechanisms to secure effective interest for all parties

The output of the project is bought together into this d-inal Development Reportd the
recommendations of which have been developed with Trail Kilkenny and Kilkenny leader
Partnership.

13 METHODOLOGY FOR UNDERTAKING THE STUDY

The methodology we have adopted for each of the stages of our work, reflects the crucial
elements of feasibility evaluation. Our team has developed a tried and tested methodology for
carrying out our analysis work. This iterative methodology is summarised in the following
diagram, which illustrates the nature of the process and the key stages involved in the project.

T4
Establishing
Objectives

75 2%
Funding and Site Appraisal and
Financial Appraisal Context Analysis

Recommendations

6. 3.
Ownership and Market Analysis

Mun:lgenlcnt and Consultation

55 4.
Product Definition Concept
and Specification Development

ITERATIVE APPROACH
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2.1 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

2.1.1 Kilkenny Leader Partnership

Trail Kilkenny is funded and supported through Kilkenny LEADER Partnership (KLP). This was
formed in 2008 as a result of the governmentés
missions of local development companies operating in the rural development and social

inclusion sectors. In general, at national level, these companies were effectively merged to local
authority boundaries. In Kilkenny this resulted in the roles of Barrow Nore Suir Rural

Development (BNS), Castlecomer District Community Development Network (CDCD), Kilkenny
community Action Network (KCAN) and Loughboy Area Resource Centre combining to form

KLP.

KLP is now continuing its work through the Rural Development Programme LEADER, Local
Community and Development Programme and other supporting programmes in empowering
local communities to improve their quality of life. This support comes in variety of ways including
grant aid to innovative rural business and communities and development officer support to
disadvantaged or marginalised communities and individuals.

2.1.2 Overview of Trail Kilkenny

The future of rural tourism in Ireland is tied closely to the use of the countryside for recreation.

Both visitors and residents value the opportunity to experience the freedom and beauty of the

rural environment. Barrow Nore Suir the LEADER company for County Kilkenny and South

Ti pperary has focused on the devel opment of a
way to address this growing demand. The process was challenging because the region lacks

the expanse of wild open hilly and mountain country often considered the natural (or only)

landscape for developing walking routes. BNS decided it needed to redefine walking

development in terms of the many attractions that its region could offer; the river valleys and

ot her oO6water marginsd of the | and were high in

The companyds strategy focused -Adistandeiinedrwajkoron t h
the River Nore between Kilkenny City and Inistioge. The purpose of the Nore Valley Walk is to

act as a promotional flagship for the other walking routes being developed in the region. In

parallel with the development of the walk, BNS worked with communities and Kilkenny County

Counci i n the devel opment of a series of shorter
name of Trail Kilkenny. Four of these walking routes with supporting maps and literature were
launched in the summer of 2007 and other trails have subsequently been added.

Trail Kilkenny Ltd (a not for profit company) was formed to handle the development, promotion
and maintenance of all these trail routes, with representatives of BNS, Kilkenny local authorities
and community walking interests. Maintenance programmes are currently operated by
participants on the Rural Social Scheme (RSS) and the looped walks are maintained by a
combination of RSS participants and land owners in the walks scheme.
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Mission Statement - fiTrail Kilkenny Ltd will lead and facilitate the development, management
and promotion of a range of high quality walking, cycling and other leisure trails for the benefit of
visitors and residents of County Kilkennyo

Aims of Trail Kilkenny 1
1 To market and promote Trail Kilkenny as the one stop shop for all trails in County Kilkenny

I To develop a suite of trails to cover all potential users:
- walking trails (beginner + experienced walkers)
- cycling trails (beginner + experienced cyclists)
- Producer trails (The best craft and food producers in the county)
- Heritage Trails (The best heritage sites in County Kilkenny)

1 To maintain all developed trails to the opening standard

Trail Kilkenny now has numerous other stakeholder groups operating as supporting networks to

the company. These include the participantsinnon-p hy si c al 0 Ma d@r a fnt KT rl &iel
the O0Tast e-FoofodKiTlrkaeinndy net wor ks. The Craft and
|l eaders in the concept or O0themed trailé secto
gardensand one f ocused on -eéamaningthedotklor& of th&kparanorndl in the
county. Trail Kilkennyds stakehol der sibaite acut
physical- such as a walk, or conceptual like the Craft and Food Trails, is only one third of the

work. It is crucial that a sustainable maintenance plan be established and that a continuing

marketing strategy is supported. KLP has integrated the workers of the Rural Social Scheme as

a key part of maintenance plan. In marketing terms Trail Kilkenny is currently in the process of
developing an ambitious new strategy. The company has just concluded an innovative

partnership deal with the international &verytrailE dvebsite, which will see all its trail maps,
descriptions and photosbeing avail able on the i Phone and ot h

2.2 TRAILS OPENED TO DATE

2.2.1 Walking Trails

Starting from a very low base in 2007, Kilkennynowhas 1161 ooped wal ki ng trai
Failte Ireland standards, with another 3 in development and scheduled to be completed later

this year. The o6fl agshipd project of Trail Kil
two of the three section of this spectacular walk on the River Nore which are completed and

open to the walker. The Nore Valley Walk, passing as it does through some of the most

beautiful and valuable land in the county is a good example of the success of the bottom-up

approach to development. Local landowners, angling groups and walking clubs were all actively
involved in its development and maintenance.

Walking Trails includes h or t e r Failte loetarp evalking routes and for those requiring
more serious hiking, two sections of new long distance routes between Kilkenny City and
Inistioge have been created. These are shown in the following illustration.
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Trailhead 33 ‘ trailKilkenny & trailKilkenny

Castlemorris
CASTLEMORRIS TRAIL

Castlemorris Estate is one of the largest stately
homes in the country and was built in approx
1751. The house was finally demolished in
1978 and the grounds now merge with other
Coillte woods totaling approximately 2000
acres.

There are two colour coded looped walks (a red
and a green) offering an excellent display of the
various flora and fauna changing with each
season.

The Red loop trail is the shortest at around
3km in length. This provides a 1 hour long walk,
which continues right around the estate with
views of the old out buildings.

The Green Loop is around 6km in length,
which starts from the Gate Lodge and provides
an up to 2 hour walk.

& trailKilkenny

Trailhead 32

Loop 32
Kilmacoliver Loop KILMACOLIVER TRAIL

Kilmacoliver is one of a range of scenic walks
developed by trailkilkenny and designed to

all ow the walker to exp
wonderful countryside.

The walk provides looped routes of up to 2 hour
in duration ranging from an easy stroll to a more
challenging ascent, and is around 6km in
length.

The trail starts near the village of Tullahought,
whosename derives f rbmad t h
s t r arefgriing t6 the mile long road that runs
through the village.

As the trail progresses, fine views of the
countryside can be enjoyed from Kilmcoliver
Hill, site of an ancient burial ground,
progressing onwards down through the slate
mining village of Ahenny and finally through
j A recently developed woodlands.

Kilmacoliver Hill
Megalithic Tomb
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& RsozTe"‘P‘e‘“"hy N
: To Portlacise X 113 Kilkenny
|,._ Eosgzmplemhy Johnstow:. i
‘y 4 THE ISLANDS WALK 7 URLINGFORD
Urlingford

The trail walks 6.5 km through the hinterland of
Urlingford, and lasts for around one and a half
hours in duration.

To Kilkenny|

N8
To Cashel
-~

The trail commences from the library, through
the town and onwards through the church and
15" century castle.

Following the river Goul and along the road, the
walk continues up a woodland track and into the
forest, which features a range of spruce and
broadleaf species. In summer there is a
profusion and variety of flowers to enjoy, as the

Urlingford track re-emerges from the forest via a low hill
The Islands Walk X .
Urlingford £ and grassy area, finally returning back to
i Urlingford.
o 4 ﬁ' trailKilkenny
[ &
""’ff CALLAN ABBEY MEADOW WALK
; A The trail is a wheelchair accessible walkway
© (4 . . .
s A that links architectural, archaeological and
g cultural sites in and around the town of Callan.
i

The Abbey Meadow Walk is an easy to walk
short length trail of around 1km in length, which
lasts just under a quarter of an hour. The
meadow is situated on the north banks of the
Kings River, and the walk continues around the
boundary edge past a 15" century Augustinian
Abbey, alongside KCAT Art and Study Centre,
and across a footbridge to the Augustinian
Friary.

Proceeding along the river bank the walk
advances towards the ruined church and
returning to complete the loop.

NORE VALLEY WALK

Trai l Kilkennybds flagship project is the Nore
Inistioge via Bennettsbridge and Thomastown. The Nore Valley Walk has been developed in

stages and the most recently completed section from Kilkenny to Bennettsbridge is now open.

The Nore Valley Walk starts under the Ossary Bridge, the ring road bridge over the River Nore.
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Enhancement opportunity

The Nore Valley Walk is unique for a way marked way as it starts in the centre of a city. The

wal ker starts on the AlLacken Walko a riverside
is a 360 metre gap betweentheendof t he AlLacken Wal ko and the s
If this section of the walkway was finished it would enhance the attractiveness of the NVW.

Project
It is proposed to upgrade this section of the walk by two projects:

Boardwalk
Installation of boardwalk from the end of the Lacken Walk to the start of the Nore Valley Walk
along the river bank.

Access path to start of Nore Valley Walk from Ring Road
There is currently a rough overgrown path from the ring road to the start of the Nore Valley
Walk. This path needs to be upgraded to include steps and a boardwalk section.

The following picture shows the two projects. Lacken Walk to Nore Valley Walk connection is
marked yellow, and the Kilkenny Ring road to Nore Valley Walk in marked in blue.

OSI Home
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2.2.2 Walking and Cycle Trails - Directional Signage

A series of finger post directional sighage
has been developed to signpost the general
location of walking and cycling trails.
However, although these are evident in
some of the nearby villages or towns, these
are often difficult to find in close proximity to
the trails, often making hard to find the
location of start points and direction along
the trail without the aid of the map/ trail guide
leaflet. Therefore, further investment is
required in additional signage to raise
awareness and provide further location and
on-trail information.

2.2.3 Cycle Trails

Two Cycle Trails are developed - The 83km North Kilkenny Route and the 65km East
Kilkenny Route, with third South Kilkenny Cycle Route currently in planning.

North Kikenny Cycle Trail R ] :
o, B . oy ¥ lC_d[Ibw

3

Kilkenny

X 4 d

Planned SouthKilkenny Cycle Trail

obraid/AranntTheas

ot o O
Iy get®206s1DigitalGlobe

-; ]_T_Jpauu.é-@

© 2009 Tele/Atlas . I
24.7/km ! . ©12009'Europa Technologies CYCLE TRAILS i
Image © 2009 TerraMetrics

Pointer 52°32/02.33%N 7%09!36.05" W Streaming |||11]1]]]: 100% Eye alt 84.82 km

me=cos| +|
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Potential Cycle Trail Development

Trail Kilkenny are keen to further develop their cycle trail product and have recently
commissionedastudyt o i nvestigate the potent i artunitiésM@atu nt ¢
this might present for the county. AMount ai n Bi ke T rstdylcurréntyvweingo p m
undertaken by Humphry Murphy (ILC) indicates that trail development in County Kilkenny is

more suited to entry level family / enthusiast activitiesr at her t han d@Af ul | ono
accomplished or elite participants in the sport. The location of these trails are also more likely to

be effective where they in the first instance, support current tourism facilities and resources.

Also, opportunity for any new trails will inevitably be linked to the willingness of landowners to
convert their land for recreation / mountain biking and the willingness of resource providers -
finance and expertise resources - to allocate support for such a development. On the basis that
Trail Kilkenny would be a suitable vehicle and support agency, the key opportunity issue relates
to the availability of suitable land. However, bearing in mind availability, the study has identified
a number of potential sites within the County for a variety of mountain biking type of activities. It
is envisaged that with the potential exception of Branding Hill, all of these sites would target the
beginner to intermediate participant.

Potential Mountain Bike Trail Locations \(y >/ / Fiv,
Castlecomer

o 3 ,\,\/\Demensé ite?

1 Barrow Tow Path: a’i b journey, paddle saddle

skills park in conjunction with Carlow LEADER.

1 Brandon Mountain: ai b journey, cross
country, single track.

. . . "L\\ku KENNY

1 Inistioge: loop single track, skills park. TS /&
" l’ l\ -

1 Castlecomer Demense / Discovery Park: neseacy

looped single track, skills park, bmx

competition. guena agh i

v e ount Braﬁi!oh“"
i Blackstau;s

1 Ballykeefe Hill, skills park, single track loop.

1 Mullinavat: forest roads, single track loops,
skills park.

Corbally

1 Blackstairs Mountains in conjunction with SR . cl
| 2 uster

Carlow LEADER.

It is unlikely that resources and the finer detail of trail development will allow for the provision of
mountain biking trails at all of the identified locations and hence the next stage of the process is
to evaluate and prioritise the different proposed development on the basis of their Tourism
Development Potential and Land Management Sustainability.
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2.2.4 Trail Kilkenny Walking app

Gr owing in popularity el sewhere, Tr ai lwalkngl kenn
app _for iPhone users to guide walkers as they go. At present guides are available for two

sections of the Nore Valley Walk, the Kilmacoliver looped Walk and the Castlemorris Woodland

Walk._ Egch of these trails allows users of the app to download maps, photographs and

descriptions of the routes featuring what to see anddoa t .78 €ach or U 2 . f8r& bundle of 4.

Colnrtloy, udabendotr eslalis
A WEBSITE OF THE WEEK

If you haven't dis-
covered Kilkenny's
latest looped

INSTALL

walks yet, get
your boots on and
pack the flask.
From the intrigu- . .
ing IKilmacoiiver‘ Ireland’s first walking
trail to the spooky i
Castlemorris Wood walk, the rural landscape app foriPhones
around the medieval city is more accessible Apps for lovers of the outdoors
than ever. Better still, to make sure you never ;’iﬁm‘m"eyg';‘oﬂ};‘,’i}’; '-lfir';,
put a foot wrong, a new iPhone app has just Kilkenny has launched a guide to
been launched to guide walkers as they go. four walks in the county - two
Developed by Trall Kilkenny (tralkilkennyJe), © i kimasiner Lot ol
EveryTrall allows users to download maps, and h'ihﬁ C-‘-stll:ﬂwrri]sI Wood walk
SN =~ which can UrC!
;gl:’tz ‘;is‘s:nptlons and photos. It costs €_2.35 €077 each oreepz_%::::;_f‘r"')gﬂ
ad four walks and can even point the maps, which also include
you to the best sandwiches in the area when L':“?:;!x‘i:n o :!enasrmb{l e
you get back to the car. Now that's smart. EveryTrail pp plartbisis
maps as in-app purchases.
trailkilkenny.ie

First walking app launched in Kilkenny

Bennettsbridge section,
Nore Velley Walk -

perfect and  sensitive
match of old and new,
exactly what Irish tourism ~ Thomastown to Inistioge
needs.| hope other section,  Kilmacoliver
countles take note." looped  walk, and

The new app is the Castlemorris Wood walk.
Foin  Hogan, rural |

Kilkenny, a nom-profit walker, welcomed the
company charged with  launch of the app, and the
developlng  walks and  mateh of the old and the
other leisure and tourism  new.

trails in the county - will ~ “You're walking
allow users find and through history in Co

A non-profit company in
Kilkenny has scored &
first in Treland with the
Toll out of a walking guide
app for iPhones.

The smartphone

Trail Kilkenny Walking Trail app
e d&rstfor Ireland

walking  guide was navigate walks and Kilkenny, 13th ceatury result of a partnership
Jaunched yesterday by download maps. It will abbeys, medieval hamlets,  between Trail Kilkenny recreation  officer  with
Trail Kilkenny to assist also lnk walkers to  and the softest and Everytrail, a US  Kilkenny LEADER ||
tourists and lovers of the  nearby restaurants, pubs,  counteyside, all company which has Partnership (KLP) which
outdoars around some of craftspeople and other  upholstered in lush green developed technology that — supports Trail Kilkenny,
the county’s fnest routes.  fourism businesses, - and now you have your allows the  plotting, said: “We are very exciled ||
The new walking app - RTE hroadeaster,  smartphone to guide you,  upload, and ihe sharing of  bythe potential of the new
the brain child of Teall Olivia Oleary, an avid  She added: “Its a routesofvaryingtypesall appguides and the
o = ¥ over the world Trall partnership deal we have
( i ! \l Yo Kilkenny is its first Irish  with EveryTrail. It will
| Purscemis a'.' o WORLD S B commereial partner. conneel Interested
| Help us to raise funds for B'GGEST 25th . Trail Kilkenny has to  walkers to nearby walks
| families affected by cancer by i date developed nine muchmore caslly than we
| R . COF‘EE 0 ‘Jooped walking tralls' to  could hope for until now."
| joining with us for the World's Piille Insand standards,  To use (he walking
brsscogoomn, . MORNING | mmie i e o "t
later this year. download  for  free
e * Initially the walking everytrall app from the
3 app will include four Apple AppStore You then

walks with more to be
added on in the coming
months. The cost of
downloading the four
walks Is €235, The walks
can  be  purchased

| separately to for £0.17

The four walks
available Initlally are:
Nore Valley Walk -
Kilkeiny to

register as a user and |
search for guides. You
Trave the option of buying
the four guides as a
bundle or the guides|
separately.
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2.2.5 Kilkenny Food Trail

The Kilkenny Food Traili @ ASTE of Khaslb&ea estahlished to promote an awareness
of local food producers, food outlets, cafes and restaurants within the county. Created by the
food producers and restaurants of the county, the food trail currently has 38 participants. To
promote the trail, a guide has been developed to enable the visitor to enjoy the wide variety of
local fare on offer and build a visit to one or more of many countryside farms, local producers
and city restaurants etc. into their holiday activities.

Taste of Kilkenny Food Trail Map

Ta ALty
- To Dublin

Kilkenny City % Y

:C): 7 Bennettsbridge .O-E'év Neare Vallay Wk

G g (P

@ Cuffesgrange
= =
OL o =

@ 31

-w,?..,. @ Stoneyford Sl floce Valley Wi

ree Range Poultry
er Country Market
fé

1 Freshford Country Market
2 Blueberry Larder
12 Kilkenny Farmers Market
14 Kilkenny City Country Market
15 Cramers Grove |ce Cream
16 Funi
17 Campagne
18 Langtons
& Markle City Bar & Tea Rooms
20 Cillin Hill feat. Killkkenny Mart & Langtons & Cillin Hill '.
1 Foodworks
22 Kilkenny Design
3 Ristorante Rinuccini
Café 5ol
25 Tess's Home Baking
The Thatch Pub Grannagh Castle
Foods
e Apple Company
# of Heaven — Bespoke Desserts
0 Mileeven Fine Foods
armhouse Cheese

garden
The Blackberry Café
34 Thomastown Country Market
35 Goatsbridge Trout Farm "
36 The Truffc Fair 1002
37 sol Bistro v
38 Oldtown Hill Bakehouse L ‘

-
TaWaseford o
~o Kimacow, Ferrybank & Wateric-d
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1. Kells Wholemeal
Located in Bennettsbridge and
producing a wide rage of stone ground
wholegrain whole meals

2. Keoghs Model Bakery
Family bakery located in Callen
making breads and confectionery

3. Caf® LOArc
Community Café located in Old
Market House Callen

4. Kilkenny Free Range Poultry
Producing free range oven ready
geese and chickens located in
Shellumsrath Goose

5. Castlecomer Country Market
Selling a wide range of bread, cakes,
preserves and seasonal vegetables

6. Jarrow Café
Located at the Discovery Visitor
Centre at Castlecomer.

7. Mosseds Appl
Simon has over 30 years experience of
growing apples at Dunedin,
Cuffesgrange

8. Ryeland Cookery School
Workshops and Cookery Courses run

by Ann Neary located at Cuffesgrange.

9 Highbank Organic Orchards
Located in Cufffesgrange the family
owned orchards date back to the 17"
century.

10. Bia Suir i Meat Products
Based by the banks of the River they
produce speciality meats and poultry

from old recipes.

11. Freshford Country Market
The regular market offers a wide
selection of local gown and home

sourced products.

12. Blueberry Larder
Located in Market Yard Kilkenny, the
café specialises in traditional Irish
dishes and local fare.

13. Kilkenny Farmers Market
Located on Kilkenny Parade this
popular market is held every Thursday.

14. Kilkenny Country Market
The market sells a wide range of
bread, cakes, preserves and local

grown vegetables

15. Cramers Grove Ice Cream
Farmhouse ice creams made from
the family far mo
Cramers Grove.

16. Zuni
Located at the Zuni Hotel in Kilkenny,
the restaurant boasts being one of the
best in the city.

17. Campagne
Critically acclaimed award winning
restaurant located off Gashouse Lane
in Kilkenny.

18. Langtons
Family owned hotel in John Street
with an excellent reputation for their
good food.

19. Marble City Bar - Tea Room

Located in high Street and Kierran

Street, a favourite with locals and
tourists alike.

20. Cillin Hill/ Kilkenny Mart
Kilkenny Mart is Irelands flagship
livestock sales centre including
Langtons Cafe/ Restaurant

21. Foodworks
Inviting café style bistro located in
Gas House Lane featuring owner
grown and cooked food.

22. Kilkenny Design
Highly popular restaurant located at the
Design Centre, offering great food and
castle views.

23. Ristorante Rinuccini
Family run Italian restaurant in the
heart of Kilkenny city.

24. Café Sol
Intimate bistro restaurants located in
William Street, Kilkenny and
Thomastown.

25. TessoOs dlome
Homestyle baking in the old style
traditional way, located at Hebron

Industrial Estate, Kilkenny.

26. The Thatch Pub
Nestling beneath historic Grannagh
Castle in south Kilkenny, and offering
great food.

27. Lavistown Foods
Gourmet Sausages made from locally
sourced pork.

28 The Little Apple Company
Bulk apple producers for the trade -
located at Piltown

29. A Slice of Heaven
Awarded best new producer in 2009,
making celebration and cup cakes at

Ballygown, Piltown.

30. Mileeven Fine Foods
Family owned business located at
Piltown, producing speciality honeys,
preserves and cakes.

31. Knockdrinna Cheese

Own produced finest quality artisan Located in beautiful walled gardens in Jackie Hoyneds ic
cheese from their farm shop located in | Thomastown, they serve light sacks & | in a historic award winning building in
Stoneyford. home cakes. Thomastown

32. The Watergarden

33. The Blackberry Café

34. Thomastown Market
Selling local produce, flowers, plants,
bread/ cakes and some craft items.

35. Goatsbridge Trout Farm
Margaret and Ger Kirwan are leading
providers of premium Irish Trout.

36. The Truffle Fairy
Award winning chef Mary Teehan,
creates high quality chocolates in

Thomastown

37. Sol Bistro
Intimate bistro restaurants located in
William Street, Kilkenny and
Thomastown

38 Oldtown Hill Bakehouse
Craft Bakery producing award
winning scones and soda bread
located in Oldtown, Tullaroan

The Taste of Kilkenny Food Trail is, at its heart, grounded in the traditions and people of the
county, and combined with the other walking and cycling trails, enhances the overall visit and

promotes the

countyads
a n n uSavour &Kilkenny Food Festival®

hel d in

| Mang trail hemloeds alsorexhibitiatttee pr odu
Kil kenny

during

is becoming established as one of the top gastronomic festivals in Ireland.

ﬁtraiﬁilk&nny
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2.2.6 _Kilkenny Craft Trail

The MADE i n Ki I|Ckaft Trail was formed in 2009 and was set up to foster and encourage
growth of crafts in the county and to promote the county as a shopping destination for
authentic, handmade craft products in Ireland. Kilkenny, has long had the reputation for being a
hub of creativity, and the trail leaflet now contributes to this with a growing list of members.

Made in Kilkenny Craft Trail Map

* North M:,aM ..
[ Cosvecomer was

O @ Castlecomer
*mm«-ycydoh.u

@ allyragget o Andrew Ludick
@ Derek Blanche
0 Maeve Coulter

o {
» North Kilkenay Cycle Tral O Rosemarie Durg Pottery  Leighlinbridge g

= -
‘ The islands Waik, Urlingford @ freshford g sensinsiomn weik @ ConpParker e s
.o

s Ballyfoyle
L ) yloyie
Urlingford
o
Johnswell @

Castlewarren @
Rudolf Heltzel Goldsmith ((@)

Rebekah Patterson

Castle Arch Pottery o . v =, Nore Valley Walk

@ Kil kenny N Smximnycmm«*
O Goresbridge ‘

KriKeny Gowran @ o
Ken Foley C ) L .v East Kilkenny Cycle Trail ®
~ -

S, Nore Valley walk
East Kitkenny Cycle Trall o8 @

Q
OF frnchufc Moth to a Flame

O The Bridge Pottery - @ Phillipe Hetier

G Nicholas Mosse

Kells @ ‘3
- s @ Sicnyford o Y
HOERATIONY :.‘-mhmmmu.v.an- astown
Jerpoint Glass () I ) '
0 Earthworks Ceramics

0 0 Clay Creations

Knocktopher A n,, Inistioge @ X Nore Valiey waik
< EnnlulwnnyCydehuﬂ¥

nnetsbridge

Mwwcwhw* ‘ - 0
Graiguenamanagh @

Cushendate
.

Kilmaganny @

| Castiemoris Wood Wak
The following craft producers
are available by appointment
(I} Aileen-Anne Brannigan
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Made in Kilkenny has grown out of a long
established working relationship between
regional makers, artists and producers,
using the membership arrangement to
promote county crafts. Working in association
with Trail Kilkenny, this membership has
been instrumental in driving forward the
current craft tr aMADE
i n Ki | k eappears toThava thé highest
profile/signage and visitor awareness of all

Cill Chainnigh
KILKENNY

A2
2

the promoted trails. Key trail locations are i B trailKilkenny?
based around Kilkenny City, Bennettsbridge, s .
Thomastown, and Castlecomer.

Kilkenny City

Home to a number of makers and outlets, the main focus of the city trail is located around the
highly visited castle area of Kilkenny. The area is location for Kilkenny Design a large retall
outlet which showcases a wide range of craft and local made items, the Craft Exhibition Gallery
which presents a changing programme of featured artists work, artist workshops.

Kilkenny esign Retail Outlet ;. Craft Exhibition Gallery

Kilkenny City Craft Trail o Craft Workshops
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Bennettsbridge

Located around 8km south of Kilkenny, the small town of Bennettsbridge is home to Nicholas
Mosse Pottery, Moth to a Flame candles and furniture maker - Phillipe Hetier.

NICHOLAS MOSSE

Irish Country Shop

Visitor’ Centre

veiere L i Az Moo R
osse - Factory Shop

__Made in Kilkenny - Bennettsbridge

&

A,

Craft Trail Directional Signage Earthworks & Clay Creations - Thomastown
Castlecomer

Located around 15km north of Kilkenny, the key trail location within Castlecomer is situated at
the former Prior-Wandesforde Estate - Discovery Park. The sites background and
development is complex but in summary now features the following elements:-

1 - The Discovery Centre: A large high quality Visitor Centre containing the Jarrow Café

which provides catering for up to 50 covers, and a Souvenir Gift Shop. A main feature of the
buildingisthe fF 0 o t p r exhibitien@ttracton,whi ch tell s the story of
past.
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Discovery Centre

Discovery Park - Visitor Attraction Discovery Centre

Jarrow Cafe Footprints in the Coal Souvenir gift shop

2 - Stable Courtyard: This area is also under of the ownership of the landlord Earol Delaney.
The stables have been converted into several craft units which are now home to a growing
number of crafts people and artists who make and sell directly from their workshops.

Stable Courtyard - Craft Workshops

Made in Kilkenny - Castlecomer Craft Workshops
The courtyard has a number of membersof Ma d e i n  Hrtists indudimgy 6

1 Ceramics by Rosemary Durr, Cranmore Pottery and Andrew Ludick;
1 Jewelry from Derek Blanch and Carl Parker;
9 Fine art printmaking from Maeve Coulter.

The current trail i MADE in Kilkennyddirection and information signage boards together with
the promotional trail leaflet has been developed in association with current members and
membership fee contributions, with funding assistance from LEADER - Trail Kilkenny. The
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